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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-44 (Cancelled) 

45. (Currently Amended) A system for receiving electronic program guide (EPG) 
data from one or more EPG data providers in a plurality of data formats and for providing 
consolidated EPG data available in a standardized format to one or more applications running on 
the system, comprising: 

an EPG services module for receiving EPG data from a plurality of EPG data 
providers and providing consolidated EPG data in a standardized format to the one or 
more applications residing on the system, the EPG services module comprising: 

one or more EPG loader modules with a separate EPG loader module for 
each EPG data source, each EPG loader module being configured to receive EPG 
data from an EPG data provider in a native format used by the EPG data provider 
and including computer executable instructions for converting the EPG data 
received from the EPG data provider from its native format to a standardized 
fonnat compatible with the EPG services module and the one or more 
applications; 

an EPG writer module logically connected to each of the one or more EPG 
loader modules with computer executable instructions for 

collecting the EPG data in the standardized format from the one or 
more EPG loader modules; 

scaling the collected EPG data both temporally and selectively^ 
wherein temporal scaling includes selecting an adjustable and user- 
definable time period for which the collected EPG data will be stored, and 
wherein selective scaling includes selecting a variable and customizable 
level of richness for which a variable amount of the collected EPG data 
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will be stored corresponding to one or more selected channels aoo o rding to 
time, whorein EP G data corresponding to mor - e impending - b Ee adoosts 
tiffles- is riohor than EPG data corresponding t o- loss impending broadcast 
tkaes; and 

writing the scaled EPG data of the standardized format to a storage 
associated with the system; and 

an EPG control module having computer executable instructions for 

receiving requests for EPG data from the one or more applications; 
retrieving the EPG data responsive to the request from the storage; 

and 

returning the requested EPG data to the one or more applications; 

and 

an application program interface configured to provide a standardized interface 
between the EPG control module and the one or more applications requiring EPG data, 

such that the system can be readily modified to add additional EPG data 
providers, to remove existing EPG data providers, or to accommodate changes in the 
native formats of existing or future EPG data providers without having to modify or 
update the code of any of the one or more applications. 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently Amended) A system as recited in claim 45, wherein the variable 
amount of collected EPG data is fagfce^ sclectively scaled according to ehanoeltime. 

48. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the writer 
module further comprises computer executable instructions for resolving conflicts between EPG 
data received from two or more EPG data providers. 



Page 3 of 1 1 



PAGE 8/16 * RCVD AT 8/26J2004 12:54:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-iFXRF-1/0 * DNlS:8729306 ^ CS1D:8013281707 * DURATION (mm^s):04-00 



AUG-26-2004 THU 10:56 AM WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO. 8013281707 



P. 09/16 



Application No. 09/527,313 
AmcndniL-nr'E" dated Augustus, 2004 
Reply to Office Action mailed July 12, 2004 

49. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the one or more 
loader modules further comprise computer executable instructions for implementing a priority 
scheme, 

50. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the EPG writer 
module further comprises computer executable instructions for limiting the amount of the EPG 
data that may be placed in the storage. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 50, wherein the EPG writer 
module further comprises computer executable instructions for removing expired EPG data from 
the storage. 

52. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 5 1 , wherein the EPG writer 
module further comprises computer executable instructions for keeping the last EPG data stored 
to a particular portion of the storage. 

53. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the storage is a 
database. 

54. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the one or more 

EPG loader modules further comprises computer executable instructions for recording EPG data 

o 

with digital recordings of programming represented by the EPG data. 

55 1 (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein each of the EPG 
loader modules is capable of being added to the device and removed from the device. 
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56. (Currently Amended) In a system having one or more applications, a method for 
managing electronic program guide (EPG) data received from one or more EPG data providers 
comprising the acts of: 

receiving EPG data from one or more EPG data providers; 

scaling the received EPG data both temporally and selectively, wherein temporal 
scaling includes selecting an adjustable and user-definable time period for which the 
collected EPG data will be stored, and wherein selective scaling includes selecting a 
variable and customizable level of richness for which a variable amount of the collected 
EPG data will be stored corresponds to one or more selected channcls acoording to 
tiffl$rwhere m EPG data corr es ponding to more impending broadcasts times is richer than 
EPG data corrc a ponding to Iogg impending broadcast times ; and 

writing the scaled EPG data into a storage associated with the system. 

57. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 56, wherein the act of 
receiving EPG data comprises an act of receiving EPG data from a plurality of EPG data 
providers in a plurality of different formats, the method further comprising reformatting the 
received EPG data into a standardized format compatible with the system, wherein the act of 
receiving EPG data from a plurality of EPG data providers in a plurality of different formats 
comprises the following: 

an act of receiving EPG data from a first EPG data provider using a first loader module; 

and 

an act of receiving EPG data from a second EPG data provider using a second loader 
module. 

58. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in Claim 57, further comprising the 
following: 

an act of implementing conflict resolution for the first and second loader modules. 

59. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 57, wherein the first and 
second loader modules follow a priority scheme. 
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60. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 56, wherein the act of scaling 
the EPG data further comprises an act of farihe ^selcctivelv scaling the EPG data according to 
ehann e l timc . 



61 , (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 56, further comprising an 
act oflimiting the amount of the scaled EPG data that may be placed in the storage. 

62, (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 56, further comprising an act 
of removing expired EPG data from the storage. 

63, (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 56, further comprising an act 
of accessing, for the one or more applications, the EPG data in the storage, 
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64. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for use in a system having 
one or more applications, the computer program product for implementing a method for 
managing electronic program guide (EPG) data received from one or more EPG data providers, 
the computer program product comprising one or more computer-readable media having thereon 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by one or more processors of the system, 
cause the system to perform the following: 

detecting receipt of EPG data from one or more EPG data providers; 
scaling the EPG data both temporally and selectively, wherein temporal scaling 
includes selecting an adjustable and user-definable time period for which the collected 
EPG data will be stored, and wherein selective scaling includes selecting a variable and 
customizable level of richness for which a variable amount of the collected EPG data will 
be stored corresponding to one or more selected channels according to time, wh e r e in EPG 
data corr esp onding to more impe n ding broadcasts times i g -richer than EPG data 
corr e sponditt g- to less imp e nding broadcast timeo ; and 

writing the scaled EPG data into a storage associated with the system, 

65. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as defined in claim 
64, wherein the act of detecting receipt of EPG data comprises an act of detecting receipt of EPG 
data from a plurality of EPG data providers in a plurality of different formats, the method further 
comprising reformatting the received EPG data into a standardized format compatible with the 
system, wherein the computer-executable instructions for performing the act of detecting receipt 
of EPG data from a plurality of EPG data provides in a plurality of different formats comprise 
computer-executable instructions for performing the following: 

an act of detecting receipt of EPG data from a first EPG data provider using a first loader 
module; and 

an act of detecting receipt of EPG data from a second EPG data provider using a second 
loader module. 
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66. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as defined in Claim 
65, wherein the one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to implement 
conflict resolution for the first and second loader modules. 

67. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, 
wherein computer-executable instructions for scaling the EPG data further comprise computer- 
executable instructions for selectively scaling the EPG data according to ehaaae ltiroc . 

68. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, 
wherein the one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to limit the 
amount of the scaled EPG data that maybe placed in the storage. 

69. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, 
wherein the one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to remove 
expired EPG data from the storage. 

70. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, 
wherein the one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable 
instructions that* when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to access the 
EPG data in the storage for the one or more applications, 

71. (New) A system as recited in claim 45, wherein the variable amount of the 
collected EPG data includes a television program title, a description and attribute of television 
programming. 



Page 8 of 1 1 

PAGE 13/16 * RCVD AT 8/26/2004 12:54:26 PM pastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTOlFXRM/0 • DNIS:8729306 ■ CSID:8013281707 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-O0 



AUG-26-2004 THU 10:57 AM WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



FAX NO. 8013281707 



P. 14/16 



Application No. 09/527,313 
Amendment ,l E" dated August 25, 20(M 
Reply to Office Action mailed July 1 2, 2004 

72. (New) A system as recited in claim 45, wherein the scaling results in the stored 
EPG data corresponding to more impending broadcast times being richer than EPG data 
corresponding to less impending broadcast times. 

73. (New) A method as recited in claim 56, wherein the scaling results in the stored 
EPG data corresponding to more impending broadcast times being richer than EPG data 
corresponding to less impending broadcast times. 

74. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 64, wherein the scaling 
results in the stored EPG data corresponding to more impending broadcast times being richer 
than EPG data corresponding to less impending broadcast times. 
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